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To all the distinguished Members of the European Parliament

The Netherlands, 24th April 2008

Dear Sir / Madam,

The Europe China Foundation would like to offer this petition to all members of the European parliament. 

As you are most certainly aware of, the Olympic Games  will start in a few months. Within that framework a lot of discussions is going on in our political environment as well as in the media on a subject that is none of our European business: the current tensions in Tibet. Tensions that lead subsequently to calls for a partial or even total boycott of the Olympic Games in China. Several political leaders decided to follow those calls and announced to boycott the opening ceremonies.  

Now, in this petition we would like to request these political leaders and all the official representatives planning to visit the Games after the opening day to have the courtesy of staying away at all. 

After insulting the Chinese people in a most formidable way it would testify to  hypocrisy to attend the Games, and not forgetting all the festivities and parties, as if nothing happened. 

China, as a friendly and polite host, will never let appear it's mixed feelings, but we advise you to use your imagination.  

We think that China deserves our deepest respect. After the enormous economic growth of the last 30 years it's 1.3 billion people enjoy at least the three basic conditions of a normal human life: decent food, a home and clothing. And their future is bright. Beside it, we in Europe had our profit of  that growth as well. How about the fact, that every European citizen can spend 400 euro more every year because of  their hard labour? Therefore, again, we politely ask the people concerned to stay away from the Games. Of course, we wish the athletes lots of success and the time of their lives in China.  

On behalf of the Board of ECF 

 

Robert de Vos 
Chairman
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